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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the specific name of one fresh

water ciliate (Stromhidium gyrans Stokes, 1887) that has frequently been used as an

indicator for the ecological monitoring of water quality and of another (Sirobilidium

caudatum Kahl, 1932) that was given to a rare but characteristic brackish water

species. Both names are threatened by Strombidion caudatum Fromentel, 1876, which

is probably a senior synonym of the first and is a senior secondary homonym of the

second. Strombidion caudatum Fromentel had not been used for almost a century

until its reintrod action by Foissner (1987): its suppression is proposed.
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1. In the last quarter of the 19th century the following three names were

established for fresh water ciliates:

Strombidion caudatum Fromentel, 1876 (p. 264, pi. 24, figs. 7-8);

Stromhidium claparedi Kent, 1882 (p. 634. pi. 32, fig. 46);

Strombidium gyrans Stokes, 1887 (p. 37, pi. 5, figs. 11-12).

2. The last name came to be widely used, and in 1932 Kahl (p. 510) redescribed

the species and placed the other two names (Strombidion caudatum Fromentel and

Strombidium claparedi Kent) in synonymy, stating that he believed all three names to

refer to the same species. He rejected the two senior names on the grounds, apart

from usage, that their descriptions were inadequate to determine with certainty which

species they referred to. He noted that Stokes had seen Kent's publication and had

been unable to recognize his own specimens as belonging to Kent's species. Kahl

recommended that gyrans should be the name applied to the species since this was the

name that had been generally accepted; he assigned the species to the genus

Strobilidium SchewiakofT, 1892. In the same paper, Kahl (1932, p. 511) described a

new species, Strobilidium caudatum, from the Kiel Bight.

3. The two specific names published by Fromentel and Kent were unused for

almost a century, while the name Strobilidium gyrans has always been widely used

both in systematic papers and in ecological publications and faunal lists. However, in

1987 Foissner (p. 225) rejected the name Strobilidium gyrans Stokes, 1887 in favour

of the senior probable synonym, Strombidion caudatum Fromentel, 1876, on the

grounds that the descriptions by both Stokes and Fromentel were superficial and that

Kahl should not have deprived Fromentel of priority in naming the species. In this
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Foissner was correct as far as priority is concerned, but the reintroduction

of Strobilidium caudaium (Fromentel) would cause considerable confusion due

to the continued widespread use of the name Strobilidium gyrans both prior to

Foissner's action (e.g. Kaltenbach. 1960; Deroux, 1974; Foissner & Adam, 1979;

Haslauer & Pichler, 1979; Zharikov, 1987) and since (e.g. Heckman, 1990;

Jack, Wickham, Toalson & Gilbert, 1993; Wickham, Gilbert, & Berninger, 1993). A
further six references by seven authors in the last 12 years are held by the Commission

Secretariat. To use the name Strobilidium caudatum (Fromentel) for the taxon

widely known as Strobilidium gyrans would add to the confusion. An additional

area of confusion relates to the name Strobilidium caudatum established by

Kahl (1932) for a different brackish water species. It was not until 1992 that

Petz & Foissner pointed out (p. 160) that the reintroduction of the specific name
caudatum Fromentel in the hitherto unused combination Strobilidium caudatum

would make Strobilidium caudatum Kahl a junior secondary homonym; they

renamed it Strobilidium kahli. I propose the suppression of the names Strobilidium

caudatum (Fromentel) and Strombidium claparedi Kent in order to maintain

the usage of the two names Strobilidium gyrans (Stokes) and Strobilidium

caudatum Kahl.

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the following names for the purposes of

the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy
(a) caudaium Fromentel, 1876, as published in the binomen Strombidion

caudaium:

(b) claparedi Kent, 1882, as published in the binomen Strombidium claparedi;

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names:

(a) gyrans Stokes, 1887, as published in the binomen Strombidium gyrans;

(b) caudaium Kahl, 1932, as published in the binomen Strobilidium caudatum;

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in

Zoology the following names:

(a) caudatum Fromentel, 1876. as published in the binomen Strombidion

caudatum and as suppressed in (l)(a) above;

(b) claparedi Kent. 1882. as published in the binomen Strombidium claparedi

and as suppressed in ( 1 )(b) above;

(c) kahli Petz & Foissner, 1992, as published in the binomen Strobilidium kahli

(a junior objective synonym of Strobilidium caudaium Kahl, 1932).
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